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duty to be citizens of the Union, not only for wrath but for conscience* sake, as
we are taught by the Apostle (Rom. xiii, 5). Your wise deeds, devoted to the
care of Christian salvation and the true teaching on it, shine like a bright beacon
for us in our navigation of the stormy sea of life. Bending now in deep respect
and love to Your Beatitude, before the great difficulties gloriously overcome by
you, before your greying hairs and before the unwithering youth of your spirit
(Psalm cii, 5), we, priests and flock of the Russian Church, which you lead,
bring to Your Beatitude our deep and hearty congratulations and wishes. May
Our Lord and Saviour preserve you for the Orthodox Church for many years
and give you His all-powerful and abundant aid for the successful continuation,
in accordance with His Will, of the great work entrusted to you: to the glory of
His Koly Name, to the good of our Orthodox Church, and to our common
salvation."
Following the reading of this address, which brought sincere tears of tender
emotion to many of those present, the Most Holy Exarch the Metropolitan of
Lithuania presented two precious and beautiful panagiyas and a cross to the
Metropolitan Sergius, who was deeply moved.
With the shy modesty which is inherent in him, the Most Holy Metropolitan
spoke a few words of thanks in a voice broken by emotion and then passed to
his place.
An unusually solemn holy service now began. His Holiness the Metropolitan
wore magnificent "Jubilee" vestments embroidered with flowers. He was
assisted by Alexis, Metropolitan of Leningrad, and Nicholas, former Archbishop
of Tula, together with a host of archimandrites, archpriests, chief deacons and
deacons. It goes without saying that this solemn Liturgy was performed In
an exceptionally devout atmosphere, when the whole of Orthodox Russia, in
the persons of the Moscow people, raised fervent prayers to the Almighty to
bestow health and long life on their Primate and spiritual leader. Before the
beginning of the triumphant Te Deum, Alexis, Metropolitan of Leningrad,
surrounded by all the archpriests and clergy, read His Holiness an address in
the name of the whole episcopate of the Russian Church, of which the following
is an extract:
"Your Beatitude, dear and deeply respected Lord, this day, which is a day
of sacred memories for you, is for us, for the whole Russian Church, a significant
and holy day. We share with you the same feeling of thankfulness to God for
having blessed your elevation to episcopal service forty years ago, and thence-
forward for having blessed your service in the course of those forty years. This
service of yours passes clearly before us, before our mind's eye, full of deeds of
monastic and public ecclesiastical work, complicated not so much by external
changes as rich in inner content, gradually raising you from strength to strength,
creating you in the ideal of the hierarch, strong in spirit, full of faith, disciplined
in mind, rich in experience of Church leadership and embracing in his love the
whole of Christ's flock . . . Neither this early elevation, nor your continuation
at the centre of church administration has changed in the least your inner
monastic characteristics, with their inherent humility, or your fraternal
sympathetic relationship to your brother priests, of whom many older than you
have become your juniors and yet none of whom experience any feeling of
censure or ill-will., knowing as they do your great talents and that you were not
seeking your own ends but fulfilling a duty Those same inscrutable ways of
Providence, leading you through many trials, placed you, under quite exceptional
conditions, as helmsman of the ship of Christ at the head of the Russian Church.